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GENEVA S/S FOR GELB 

E.O. 1I652:GDS 

TAGS: MASS 

SUBJECT: US ARMS SALES POLICY 
STATE 115244 
REE: STATE 115244 

1. EOLLOWING ARE SUPPLEMENTARY TALKING POINTS TO BE DRAWN 
UPON IN EXPLAINING PRESIDENTIAL DECISION ON US ARMS SALES 
POLICY. BASIC GUIDANCE AND INSTRUCTIONS BEING SENT SEPTEL. 

2. POSTS SHOULD NOTE THAT NOTHING IN OUR GENERAL APPROACH 
WOULD DISCRIMINATE AS A MATTER OF POLICY AGAINST NATO, 

JAPAN, OR OUR ANZUS PARTNERS. WE INTEND TO CONTINUE 
TRAMSFER OF MOST MODERN WEAPONS AND TECHNOLOGY TO THESE ; 

STATES. UNLIKE MOST NON-NATO COUNTRIES, WHERE THERE IS A 
PRESUMPTION OF RESTRAINT, IN THE CASE OF NATO AND JAPAN, 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND, OUR INTENTION IS TO BE SUPPORTIVE. 

SPECIAL PROVISION HAS ALSO BEEN MADE TO HONOR OUR HISTORIC 
RESPONSIBILITIES REGARDING ISRAEL'S SECURITY. 

3. OUR INTEREST IN DEVELO,ING A GREATER BALANCE AND 
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TWO-WAY STREET IN NATO INTERNAL ARMS MARKET WAS STRONGLY 
EXPRESSED BY PRESIDENT CARTER AT THE NATO SUMMIT IN LONDON. 

WE WANT TO SEE A STRONG MILITARY INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
BASE ON BOTH SIDES OF THE ATLANTIC. 

4. IF ASKED WHETHER THE EXEMPTION PROVISION IS QUALIFIED IN 
ANY WAY, YOU SHOULD EXPLAIN THAT THE PRESIDENT OF COURSE 
MUST BE IN A POSITION TO EXERCISE 

RESTRAINT IN UNUSUAL TECHNICAL OR OTHER CASES, BUT WITHIN 
THE CONTEXT OF OUR CLEAR AND FIRM INTENTION TO MEET OUR 
COMMITMENTS AND SUPPORT OUR ALLIES. EXISTING LEGISLATIVE 
PROVISIONS WOULD NOT BE AFFECTED BY THIS POLICY. 

5. IF ASKED BY MAJOR EUROPEAN ARMS SUPPLIER STATES WHAT 
THE US EXPECTS BY WAY OE RESTRAINT BY OTHER SUPPLIERS, 

YOU SHOULD INDICATE THAT WE ARE CONSCIOUS THAT THE SUCCESS 
OF THE POLICY WILL DEPEND CRITICALLY ON THE COOPERATION OF 
OTHER SUPPLIERS - AND RECIPIENTS - AND WE WOULD HOPE 
THAT OTHER MAJOR SUPPLIERS WOULD EXERCISE SIMILAR UNI- 
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LATERAL RESTRAINT AND THAT MULTILATERAL COOPERATION IN 
RESTRAINT CAN BE WORKED OUT. WE WILL BE DISCUSSING THESE 
QUESTIONS WITH THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED. 

6. IE ASKED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE SOVIETS AND 
EAST EUROPEANS MAY SUPPLANT WESTERN SUPPLIERS IN EVENT 
OE RESTRAINT, YOU SHOULD INDICATE THAT QUESTION OE 
RESTRAINT WAS RAISED WITH THE SOVIETS DURING THE SEC- 
RETARY'S TRIP TO MOSCOW. ALTHOUGH THEIR RESPONSE WAS NOT 
IMMEDIATELY EORTHCOMING, WE INTEND TO CONTINUE TO DISCUSS 
THE ISSUE WITH THEM IN THE US-SOVIET WORKING GROUP ON THIS 
SUBJECT WHICH WILL MEET AS AGREED IN MOSCOW. WE BELIEVE 
THEIR EVENTUAL PARTICIPATION IS ESSENTIAL TO A SUCCESSEUL 
EEEORT TO REDUCE ARMS TRANSEERS. 

7. IE ASKED BY NATO BASE RIGHTS COUNTRIES (PORTUGAL, 

GREECE, TURKEY) ABOUT IMPACT OF GUIDELINES ON FMS AND MAP 
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AND OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS, YOU SHOULD INDICATE THAT OUR 
BILATERAL RELATIONS, INCLUDING DEFENSE COOPERATION AGREE- 
MENTS, WILL BE UNAFFECTED BY THE NEW GUIDELINES. 
COMMITMENTS IN EXISTING AGREEMENTS OR IN THOSE UNDER 
NEGOTIATION TO PROVIDE SECURITY ASSISTANCE AT SPECIFIED 
LEVELS OVER THE COURSE OF THOSE AGREEMENTS WILL NOT BE 
AFFECTED BY THE NEW GUIDELINES. CHRISTOPHER 
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